
The Ascension Church
Paradise Garden 

& 
Community Space

Serving The Parish of Lower Broughton for 140 years

The Ascension Paradise Garden & Community Space is a community-led, multi-faith project which operates under
the auspices of The Ascension Parochial Church Council, a non-incorporated organisation constituted in 1869 with
charitable status under the umbrella of the Church of England, answerable to all members of the parish.



“Quite simply this is one of the most imaginative,

effective and practical projects I have come across.

It helps to meet the needs of a very deprived area

of  Salford.  The project  has helped transform the

appearance  of  what  was  a  very  run  down  and

depressed area. It engages with local people in an

open and constructive way and is helping to create

a sense of community where there is wholesale re-

building of the housing stock and re-population.”

The Venerable David Sharples, Archdeacon of 
Salford.



Reaching Out To The New, Local Community 

The  'New Broughton'  housing  development  which  now  surround  The
Ascension Church is bringing 11,000 new and returning residents to the
local area and the adjacent, new primary school is attended by over 600
pupils from across Salford. The new, local community is made up of a
whole  spectrum of  spiritual,  cultural,  and  ethnic  mixes,  with  a  large
ethnic minority community. 

In an effort to reach out to local people, particularly those that are most
isolated, the Ascension Parochial Church Council has developed a fully
inclusive,  community-led,  multi-faith  outreach  programme,  'The
Ascension Paradise Garden & Community Space'.

By  developing  collaborative,  inter-
generational  and  cross-cultural  volunteer
initiatives and activities which complement
the  busy calendar of traditional seasonal
and parish events we hope that people can
come  together  in  shared,  social  and
practical activities.  

Above:  Local  residents  at  a  family
community activity day in August, 2014,
enjoying free, hot, healthy food cooked
by volunteers.

Above & right: International Women's 

Day, 2013: The Eritrean Coffee 

ceremony & jewellery making.



Family Activity Days and
Multicultural Events

Our  regular  activity  days  and  events  deliver
inter-generational, practical activities alongside
the provision of free, hot, healthy meals cooked
by  volunteers.  Fantastic,  traditional  recipes
have been cooked by volunteers and members
of our local community at our activity days and
events including authentic Arabian, Indian and
African dishes. 

Activities have included jewellery making, papier-mâché, collage,
artisan  bread  baking,  festival  food  cookery  and  of  course
gardening in our Paradise Garden and learning about the life cycle
of the honey-bee. 

Collaborative  partners  from  other  local  community  groups  and
organisations  have  also  helped  deliver  great  activities  for  the
whole  family  including  circus  skills  workshops,   healthy  eating
cookery lessons and sustainability and carbon footprint activities!



Links to Rural Yorkshire
A Summer Outreach Event

Our  volunteer  initiatives  and  community
activities   are  accessed  by  a  significant
proportion of refugee, asylum seeker and ethnic
minorities and many of our fantastic volunteers
who provide valuable inputs into our Paradise
Garden initiative and community activities have
only lived in the UK for a short time. 

In an effort to build on friendships and existing
support networks between different faiths and
cultures, our outreach weekend in the August,
2015,  enabled  a  large  group  of  over  40
residents  from the  local  area  to  visit  a  rural
hostel  in  the  Pennine  'Mill-Town'  of  Hebden
Bridge, West Yorkshire. 

The  weekend  provided  time  and  space  for
families to access nature and learn about the
local  heritage,  meeting  local  faith  and
community  groups  with  time  for  quite  a  few
picnics along the way!



                

Seasonal & Parish Events

Annual parish events such as the Christmas and Summer Fairs
and the monthly Jumble Sales continue to be really popular and
provide  a  great  opportunity  to  meet  up  with  other  local
residents, family and friends. It is also an opportunity to support
you local church and grab a bargain at one of the many stalls
selling arts, crafts, second-hand books, toys and gifts. 

A  collection of favourite recipes and festival food cooked by
volunteers  and members  of  the  Lower  Broughton community
was also collated during 2014/15 with a recipe book printed for
sale at our 2015 Summer Fair.

Furniture Recycling Scheme  The collection of furniture from across Greater Manchester by volunteers
continues to be a large element of the outreach work of our nearby sister church of St. Paul's, Pendleton, providing
furniture start up packs for the most disadvantaged and vulnerable residents. The furniture is also put on display
and sold at affordable prices for the local community at the seasonal and parish events of The Ascension Church.

Our Credit Union  Volunteers from our Parochial  Church Council  also run our weekly Credit  Union drop-in
morning providing a valuable community financial service alongside signposting to other sources of support …
with tea and biscuits of course! 



The Creation of a Contemporary 

Paradise Garden at The Ascension Church
We  aim  to  create  a  physical,  practical  and  ‘spiritual  oasis’  that
emphasises the beauty,  colour,  scent and sound of  water that is
typical of Paradise Gardens, so that the residents of our inner-city
community  can  be  reminded  of  our  shared  heritage  with  our
neighbours and be inspired by this shared space and green oasis. 

We  hope  that  a  walk  around  this  ‘eco-microcosm’  will  not  only
demonstrate the iconic, traditional features of Paradise Gardens but
will also show case the best of our own unique, natural heritage. 

Our Practical Skills Training & Volunteer Initiative is
delivered  within  a  rolling  programme  of  activities  involving  the
creation of our Paradise Garden so that volunteers from within the
community  can  improve  their  confidence,  skills  set  and
employability as well as providing a sense of collaborative, ‘shared
ownership’ and social reconnection in ways which are now well proven to improve physical and mental well-being.
Over the last five years participants have been involved in the creation of a 'living willow archway', native species
wild-flower meadow and various landscaping projects including the construction of raised beds where organic
vegetables, herbs and edible flowers have been grown for consumption within the community cafeteria. 



Our Community 

Bee-Hive Initiative

A collaborative project with the nearby
Irwell  Valley  Sustainable  Communities
Project  and  The  Salford  Bee  Collective
enabled  us  to  install  our  first  hive  in
2014.  Training  enabled  volunteers  to
gain an understanding of the life cycle
of  the honey bee and how to manage
the hives. Our volunteer-led bee-keeping
initiative has continued to develop and
grow in popularity  and our  apiary now
has three hives! 

Our bee-keeping training programme involves volunteers and local residents so that they can work together within
a rolling programme of practical and theoretical bee-keeping training, successfully managing very productive,
healthy hives. Participants continue to gain a wealth of expertise and knowledge from their involvement in the
initiative, with our 'Paradise Garden Honey' becoming a best seller at parish events! 

Masters  degree Media  Studies  students  from Salford University  were even inspired to  collaborate with  us  to
produce a series of short, documentary films about our community bee-keeping. 



Wildlife Enhancement 

& Multi-Cultural Planting

There are now many wild-flowers and
various fruit trees and herbs growing
in  our  Paradise  Garden  that
encourage  pollinating  insects,
including plum and apple trees, grape
vines, honey suckle, marjoram, mint
and  fennel  etc.  The  future
development of the Paradise Garden
will include planting diverse perennial
plants so that insects, birds and our
bees  can  live  happy,  healthy  lives
and make lots of yummy honey!

A Paradise Garden Sustainable
Wildlife Pond 

The volunteer-led  project  to  install  a
wildlife pond is to be refreshed by a
rainwater-harvesting system from the
church  roof,  with  plants  which
encourage  a  natural  habitat  for
wildlife.  A  pond feature  is  central  to
the concept of a Paradise Garden and
will  provide  a  calming,  spiritual
element  to  the  garden.  It  will  also
demonstrate  methods  of  sustainable
water conservation which enhance the
local  environment.  The  800  person
capacity  church  is  already  the
designated  Irwell  River  flood  escape
site  for  local  residents  and  adjacent
Riverview Primary School.

We continue to develop learning resource
materials  within  our  multi-cultural
community activities  and are now focusing
on  the  illumination  of  the  multi-cultural
heritage of these plants, many of which are
mentioned  in  the  Bible,  Koran  and  Old
Testament and have been used throughout
history  within  many  cultures  for  their
botanical and medicinal properties. 

The  yearly  cycle  and  seasonal  stages  of
managing  our  food-growing  and  bee-
keeping initiatives and the evident links to
insect pollination and wildlife enhancement
continues  to  provide  inspiration  for  our
creative,  inter-generational  activities  and
volunteer activities for young and old alike.



The Ascension Church

Serving the parish of Lower Broughton 
for over 140 years

The  Ascension  Church  is  a  fine,  James  Medland
Taylor designed, traditional, Victorian Gothic parish
church, set at the heart of Lower Broughton and
the  focal  point  of  the  community  for  over  a
hundred  and  forty  years.  The  church  became
covered  in  grime  during  the  industrial  past  of
Salford but remained the central feature and focal
point of this densely populated, local community.

Over  the  past  few  decades  a  group  of  highly
committed parishioners have resolutely maintained the basic fabric of the church and its services even though the
church had been effectively earmarked for demolition due to the need for urgent repairs. Then, in 2010, the whole
local area surrounding the church  began to undergo wholesale demolition in what has been one of the UK’s
largest housing development programmes. 

Extensive, award winning community consultation carried out by the developers, Countryside Properties, prior to
the re-development of the area, highlighted that the Ascension Church was valued as the major, local landmark
building and a key component of Lower Broughton's identity and history, but that the primary constraint that
limited the use of this much-loved facility was that it lacked basic facilities and had poor access arrangements.
Inspired by the opportunity, The Ascension Parochial Church Council embarked upon a fund-raising programme to
renovate and redevelop the church and grounds, in an effort to make the building fully fit-for-purpose.



Renovation & Redevelopment 2010 -2013

During  2010-2013  we  raised  over  £0.5million  for  the  various  capital

projects  and  developments  required  to  transform  the  previously

dilapidated Ascension Church into a fully accessible place of worship and

community facility. Developments included:

 A first phase of English Heritage Heritage/National  Lottery Funding

enabled the major renovation works to the interior and exterior fabric

of the church, including new roofing and pointing, completed in 2012.

 Generous  gift-funding  from  the  local  developer,  Countryside

Properties,  enabled  the  complete  re-design,  construction,

replacement and renewal of boundary walls, fencing, gates, new main

entrance steps, DDA access and car park, completed during 2013.

 The  installation  of  community  catering  and  cafeteria  facilities  and

DDA toilets during 2013 using funds secured through grants from Sita

Landfill Trust and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

 Working  in  collaboration  with  the  local  employment  agencies,

Probation  Services,  Greater  Manchester  Youth  Network  and Salford

Community & Voluntary Service to involve volunteers we began the

process  of  transforming  the  land  surrounding  the  church  into  a

‘Paradise Garden’, initially funded with grants from The Church Urban

Fund, The Golden Web Foundation and The Henry Smith Foundation.

With  few  public  amenities  within  the  whole  area,  the  church  and  its
grounds, which were previously under the threat of Diocesan closure and
demolition, were then recognised as a major community asset in a prime
location,  which could therefore play a vital  part  in  bringing community
cohesion and facilities back to the area, creating a core, focal point around
which a new sense and actuality of community can grow. 



2013: Application to  

English Heritage National Lottery 

for a second phase of funding

In 2013, extensive dry-rot was discovered within the church
which obviously required urgent attention, so The Ascension
Parochial  Church Council  and our  architects  applied for  a
second round of  funding from English  Heritage /  National
Lottery, to not only address this pressing issue but also to
undertake extensive additional repairs to dilapidated stone
and brick work and major re-roofing. 

Our  parish  and  other
local  members  of  the
local  community
hoped  that  this
extensive  programme
of  conservation  work
to  renovate  the
structure and external
fabric of our beautiful
church  would  bring  it
back  to  its  former
glory. 

Rotten timbers and dry-rot. You can see the original Victorian
lath and plaster ceiling discovered beneath the slates!

Movement to crumbling brick and 
stone work' on the North Transept

Urgent repairs required to the South 
Aisle 'truss' and 'purlin'

Dilapidated brick work and 
movement of the South East 
chimney stack



Repairs & Conservation 
2014 – 2015

           A Second Phase of 
                  English Heritage & National Lottery Funding 
                           with Match Funding from Viridor Credits

A second phase of English Heritage/National Lottery Funding
has provided £295,575 which has enabled extensive repair
and conservation work to be undertaken over 2014 / 15.

Funding  was  also  secured  from  the  Landfill  Communities
Fund from Viridor Credits Environmental Company to provide
the  £20,000  required  for  matching  funding.  The  works
included:

● Extensive  re-roofing  with  new  felting,  battening  and

renewal  of  slates  using   'such  n  such  slate'  which
replaced the original Victorian slates.

● Alongside  the  re-roofing,  the  installation  of  stainless

steel  flashings,  gutter  replacement  and  renewal  of
coping stones has ensured that the roof will now cope
with the worst Salford downpours! 



● Extensive repair work to the East Nave gable and replacement

of the Apex stone replicated from the original Victorian design.

● Replacement of the stone cross which had stood for over 140

years, recarved and reinstalled on the East nave gable.

Above: The newly made apex stone with recessed 
seating for the cross
Below: Re-pointing of the chancel brick-work.

 Above: The newly made stone cross     

Left: This is the 
old Victorian 
apex stone 
which was 
fractured and 
had corroded 
metal fixings.

Right: Reslating 
of the chancel 
roof



● A new stainless steel cross fitted with 

lightening protection to replace the 
corroded East Chancel cross. 

● (Left) Extensive repairs,

repointing and

conservation work to the

brickwork.

● (Right) Reslating high up

at the East gable end of

the church. 



  Why Are We Making A Paradise Garden?
The  Tradition  of  Paradise  Gardens:  The  three  Abrahamic  traditions  of
Christianity,  Islam and Judaism all  share the tradition of  ‘Paradise Gardens’,
which symbolises and reflects their shared, spiritual inheritance. The tradition of
Paradise Gardens historically developed in the Persian Empire over 2,500 years
ago and spread throughout the Middle East, Mediterranean basin and the Asian
sub-continent from around the period 600AD with the spread of Islam. 

It is common for a symbolic, geometric and indeed now iconic, Paradise Garden
layout to be based around a quadrant of four irrigation channels, as in the Old
Testament, Garden of Eden description of the ‘four rivers’ of life, all derived from
the even earlier, Hindu, Greek Pythagorean and Babylonian sacred traditions.

The beautiful gardens at The Alhambra in Granada, Spain and The Taj Mahal in
Agra, India, which is probably the most spectacular and most visited Paradise
Garden, both demonstrate the geometric patterns,  symmetry and art that are
typical  of  these  Islamic  Paradise  Gardens  across  different  cultures.  Medieval
Christianity subsequently  developed  this  know-how  within  their  monastic,
cloistered  gardens  which  contained  productive  orchards,  herb  gardens  and
vegetable plots, all in ordered functionality and integrated use. 

The Ascension Paradise Garden: Our long-term aim
is  to  create  a  contemporary  Paradise  Garden  which
draws on the rich heritage and symbolism of those more
formal  layouts  but  also  endeavours  to  reassemble  a
more informal, natural mosaic of indigenous landscape
features, plants and habitats that still exist in pockets of
wild  nature  in  our  English  countryside  and  rural
churchyards.

Our Paradise Garden will thus serve as a multi-cultural,
‘spiritual  oasis’  within  the  urban  setting  of  Salford,
which is populated by a significant proportion of diverse
cultures  and  communities  practising  different  faiths,
thus  reminding  people  of  our  shared  heritage  and
connection with Nature. 

Above: The Alhambra, Spain.
Below: The Taj Mahal, India.

Below:  The  herb  gardens  at
Norton  Priory,  Cheshire,  with
plants and lay-out that is typical
of  the  the  monastic  community
that founded the priory in 1134.



“Staff and other volunteers have always gone the

"extra  mile"  to  ensure  my  volunteers  are  well

looked  after  and  supervised  appropriately,  so

they can join in all the different tasks and have a

real sense of achievement. They make everyone

feel very welcome and part of the team and it is

a  very  successful  community  project,  for  the

people of Salford”. 

Jill  Darwent,  Volunteer  Project  Manager  for  the

North  West  &  North  Wales,  Worldwide

Volunteering”

“Our  learners  who  have  volunteered  have

found it really helpful and enjoyable – not only

for  learning  new  skills  and  meeting  new

people but also for helping them to feel more

confident  and  connected  to  their  own

community  and  improve  their  English

language skills.”

Jacqui Gofton, Employment Advice & Guidance

Officer,  The  Seedley  &  Langworthy  Trust,

Salford.



The Ascension Church: Serving the Community for 140 Years 

"For  the  third  time  in  fifty  years  the  local  community  has  recently

experienced  a  huge  regeneration  project  which  has  offered  us  the

chance for growth, change and engagement with the new community as

it evolves. Our iconic church stands at the centre of the local community

where  so  much  has  been  torn  down and  destroyed  and  we  hope  to

create  a  place  which  looks  to  the  future  without  disregarding  our

heritage. 

We  are  an  open,  welcoming,  forward-thinking  parish  at  the  heart  of

Lower Broughton, Salford, with a small, vibrant, passionate congregation

who  are  open  and  willing  to  receive  anyone  who  walks  through  our

doors. 

We are located at the heart of this community, we remain at the centre of this community and we shall continue to

serve this community as best we can, as we have for one hundred and forty year so far... Come and take a look

around. Come and join us for services. Come and offer your help - it will be accepted willingly!" 

Revd. Canon David Wyatt, Priest-in-Charge and Chairman of The Ascension Parochial Church Council.        

Join us for Worship: Our Services 
Sunday Parish Mass, 9.30 – 10.30 a.m. Full sung Mass (setting: Dom Gregory Murray) with incense and the Angelus (also

sung). Everyone is warmly welcome to our principal weekly service.

Monday Mass, 10.30 – 11.00 a.m. What better way to start the working week if you can? This is a said Mass which ends

with the Angelus. People are most welcome to join us in the Lady Chapel for this service.

Wednesday Mass & Coffee Morning, 10.30 – 10.45 a.m. The midweek Mass, said in the Lady Chapel is, after the Sunday

Mass, probably the most popular. After the Mass there is an informal coffee morning with tea, coffee, toast, biscuits and chat!

Saturday Mass, 10.00 a.m. A good end to the week - especially for those of us still working and who cannot otherwise

attend services during the week. Tea and coffee are usually on offer after the Mass.

                                     



A BIG Thank You to the charitable organisations, grant donors and partners for their funding support

and collaboration in delivering activities over the last five years, all of which has enabled all the

development and outreach work with our community to take place. 

Collaborative Activities We aim to expand and develop our network of congruent, partner initiatives and

collaborative activities with local organisations and welcome organisations and community groups to get

in touch regarding collaborative activities and ways in which you can support us. 

Volunteer with us! Our volunteers come from many different cultures, generations and faiths and we

always welcome new volunteers  to help us. We would love to hear from you if you would like to become

involved in any aspect of our wide-ranging activities and social events.  

                www.salfordascension.org   info@salfordascension.org.uk   

                           Facebook : Ascension-Paradise-Garden-Community-Space

Twitter: @AscensionGarden         Tel: 07861800437

                                         




